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LETTER 

rom one in the Country, to his Friend in 
the City ; In Relation to theit jiiftrek 
ies occafioned by the doubtful ^tnd pre- 
vailing Pradice of the . 
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inted for, and Sold by Nicholas Boone, at the 
jBIBLE in Cornhill, 'BoSlon. Arid John Ed- 
vpardS) at the Corner ot Kwgs-ftrctt. 1721. 
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To my Friend in the City. 

SIR, 

N Anfwer to your Requeft, I have fpent 
fome thoughts upon the Subject of our 
v aft Cooverifttion,waL: Inocculation,which 
s caufed fo many idle words, and an- 
Difcourfes \ to 5ay no mare of 'era., 
AnJTirlt./ 3 ? to. the pradice in it felf con fide r'd. 
I mu! s, I am not Matter of Philoiophy 

enough to enable me to determine for or againft 
.tie ul .upon natural reafons : But as fools 

ufe to \, nuft wait till experience does more 
fully I me. But then Secondly, as to the 

]Vla introducing, and carrying on the 

pracl re in this Country \ if I have the 

t-n • fad,, ( which 1 confefs 'tis difficult 

e at in this day,. to our (hame it will be 
i ) I can but condemn it upon the fbl- 
. ieai ns \ » 'iich I offer by way of Que- 
ry, and fubmit them to your and the Worlds 
rfConuueration and Cenfure. The fad I take. to 
. be this : A certain Clergy -man ( by the way ot 
Europe J received Advice of the Pradice among 
the Wijfel-mtnjk faithful people of the prophet' 
Mahnmet \ alfb more immediately and viva voci 
from lome of the Scattered Members of thj 
good people in (juinsa, who communicated it 
to the Phvfitians in your Town \ one of who* 
( without content of his Brethren ) introdu 






the Pra&ice here in the midft of a populous 

Town, foon after, ( if not before ) the Guards 

which were placed by Authority at the doors of 

Infe&ed Houies, ( to prevent the carrying ouc 

: any Infection ) were taken or! , when there was 

, at leaft a poffibility that the fpreading of the 

, Diftemper might be prevented. Now againft 

i this, I ' ifer to your Confideration. 

1. Whether thisPrtttice was not an cjfcnce at?ains~b 
, the Civil Government and contrary to the Peace & 
\ Q.uiet of His MyeFfirs Liege Tevyle ? 

""How daringly bold this Practice ? for one 
i iingle Apothecary, without content of his Bre- 
. thren, without asking the Civil Power, without 
content of the Neighbours •, yea, againft their 
' Fears, their Cries and Clamours^ to in feci his 
' Fami'y, with a Difeafe very Mortal and very 
Contagious ! The late riotous wicked diftur- 
bance, (hews the dangerous conlequence of fuch 
rafh practices. I mention not this in the leaft 
toexcufethat horrid fact :, No, I deteft it as 
inuch as any man, and pray God deliver us 
from fuch a Spirit. But 1 think that Inocculatt- 
on as it was fuftly pr^ctiied, carried in it as 
much threatning and danger ; yet being done 
with a good and charitable intention, & with- 
out defign of mifchiefto any man, did not ren- 
der the Actor fo criminal. To fjwead a mor- 
tal Contagion, What is it but to caft abroad 
Arrows arid Death? If a man Jhould wilfully 
throw a Bomb into a Town, burn a Houfe, or 
ill a man, ought he not to die ? lb if a man 
A 2 ftould 
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Should wilfully bring Infe&ion from a perfon 

fick of a deadly and contagious Difeafe, into a 
place of Healthy is not the mifchief as great? 
Suppofe that JnoccuUtton is to all thofe that ufe 
it very fafe and ' eneficia], that it anfwers all the 
defired ends upon them j yet how can they an- 
fwer it, to hazard the deftrudion of their 
Neighbours, who are not of their opinion, and 
dare not praftice i t ! Suppofe then again ( as 
we reafonably may J that of tbofe many who 1 
are lately fl tin by the Small-pox, fome few have 
taken it by their Inocculated Neighbours, who 
might otherwife have efcaped it. How frail we 
excufe our Mahometan Miffionaries, from being 
truly, tho' not defignedly the caufe of their 
death ? If any perfbns are fatisfied, that this 
Praftice is a good method to fave them from 
the dangers of a mortal Difeafe which threatens 
them •, 1 do not fay they ought not to ufe it, 
but they ought to ufe it in fuch a manner, as 
may be with Surety to their Neighbours as well 
?s themfelves. If men therefore will have fucu 
practices, muft they not make them lawful,and 
withdraw from the Community into fuch places] 
where there can be no clanger to their Neigh- 
bours, or elle obtain a common con fent 

2. Whether as the lattice has been carried ottl 
there has not been offered horrid Impiety tvainM 
^4lm;ghty Cjod f ** 

1 do not fee how we can be excufed from 
great Impiety herein, ( althV the Dehors bold! 
practice was coijfecrated by the Authority of 

fivi 
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five or fix Reverend J>ubfcribers to a certain 
Writing, devifed for that purpofe at the time ) 
when Minifters and People, with loud & ftrong 
Cries made Supplications to Almighty God, to 
avert the Judgment of the Small pox ( profeifing 
their faith in his Power and Goodnefs) that 
though in the ordinary view of men it muft 
fpread, yet that it would pleafe him ( if it 
might be agreeable to the ends of his Holinefs) 
to Exert his Almighty Power, and be better to 
us than our fears, in preventing the further 
fpreading of the Diftemper, as in his Mercies 
he had heretofore done. And at the fame time, 
fome have been carrying about inftruments of 
Jnocculation. and bottles of the poifonous Hu- 
mour to Infeft all rhofe who were willing to 
fubmit to it, whereby we might as naturally 
expect the Infection to fpread, as a man to 
break his bones, by cafting himfelf head-long 
from the higheft Pinacle. Can any man infeS: 
a Family in a Town in the Morning, and pray 
to God in the Evening, that the Diftemper 
may not fpread ? No, it is a Temptation from 
the Devil : for it is written, Thou fialt not tempt 
the Lord thy God. No more can any man that 
have promoted it make this prayer without fin. 
Now then fuppofe that to avoid Sin, they have 
omitted this prayer ; is It a right thing to o- 
mit it ? Is not the Small-pox a fore Judgment of 
God ? and mould we not then pray, Deliver us 
'from Evil f Yes, but then it may be laid, that 
tho' the Smallpox as God lends it in the com- 
mon 
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mon courfe of his Providence ,,c? a fore Judg- 
m this invention of Jnacculation t ic 

bccaines much lighter \ and tho' we don't pray- 
that it may not fpread, yet by praying for a 
bleiiing on this practice, we pray againft the 
Judgment. This is indeed the beft face that 
can be put upon it, in my opinion \ and in this 
drefsif we view it well, it has an horrible afc 
pe&i and I wifh it don't in the end prove a 
Fighting as, well as praying againft the Judg- 
ments of God. Are we not all one Church of 
Chrift, and People of God? and fhall we divide 
in our Supplications to God, and think to be 
heard of him ? One part praying & confeffing, 
Lord we have Sinned , and are afraid of thy Judg- 
ments which are out againH us ; fay unto thy dc- 
flroying Angel,it is enough, slay now thine hand j 
and Lord, if it be thy holy Will, let not this fore 
*Difeafe fpread further among us ! And another 
part prayings Lord, we have Sinned, & thy Judg- 
ments arc upon us in fore Sicknefs , but we have 
( by thy Providence ) found out a way to lighten it, 
give us thy bieffing upon it, & then let it fpread, the 
tasler the better ', no dinger of death this way, and 
but little ficknefs ; and let -us have the benefit of this 
Invention, tho 7 others oj thy people that are fo blind 
they will not fee the benefit of it, are ever fo much 
endangered by it. Thefe laft words found a little 
harfh, but is it not the true language ot the 
practice ? Thus we are brought into a ftate of 
War, Sin and Contention in our very prayers, by • 
carrying on this pra&ice in fuch a lawlefs, un- 
guarded 



guarded mannei jd did the Gentlemen that 
promoted it ever think of any regulation ? I am 
fure they never effected it, which ought to have 
been the very firft ftep in a matter of men con- 
cernment to a people. Now as thefe things 
have an evil alped: in themfelves, is it not evi- 
dent, that they have fo m their effects & con- 
fequences ? Inftead of being humbled under 
the holy hand of God in this Judgment upon 
us, and treating one another with meeknefs & 
charity, are we not filled with contentions, and 
every wicked work? I pray God grant us Re- 
pentance, left defpiiing the Chaftenings of the 
Almighty, we provoke him to bring yet forer 
Plagues upon us. 

Sir. 

You fee that at prerent I am neither Inocculator 
nor Anti- inocculator, confidering it only in a 
Phyfical fence : But I muit condemn upon the 
foregoing reafons, fuch a rafh managing a matter 
offo great concern, without advice or Caution 
which in mv opinion is a great Contempt to God 
and Man. That which moved me to Anfwer you 
juft at this time is, the fear that I and my Neigh- 
bours are in, for our felves and Families. We 
are advifed that the Practice of Inocculation is 
carrying on in our Country Towns, which ( if it 
proceed,) will undoubtedly infect and endanger the 
Lives of vaft numbers more than otherwife would 
be : I mean of fuch a« are not to be Inosculated. 
The Small- pox thro' Gods Goodnefs has not been 
wont to fpread generally in our Country Towns 9 
but a Family here and there has been vifited. But 
now, if this Practice, obtain among us, fuppofe but 

a 
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a few, fay a Twentieth par. iown take up 

with it, living in the feverai Quarters of the 
Town : It will undoubtedly infcft the whole. I 
know fome will fay, they mav all be Inoculated, 
its an ExclL j nt way •, Thev will be fife in tae life 
of it, and ever after out of Dinger. Bur generally 
People are not perfwaded of either the expediency 
or Lawfulnefs of the Practice •, and iffome are, 
(hall they in this mmner force u upon others 
it fo plcafant and beneficial, that 'tis better to undergo 
it than not, where we may by the b letting of God up- 
on a proper cars be in little danger ? For my rjltfrr 1 , 
when I fee chis Sword of the Alrciighry In the ''Angels 
hand, 1 tremble, & am afraid of hisjudgments ? But icr. 
him" w/rl'd his own weapons j &. if he (hy mt, yt^mU I 
\trtift in 1)\irt. But when I hear of oldly mcdling 

with thefe edged tool', in fuch a ralh and lawlefs man- 
ner , hand or God is to foe fcen in this alio, ) 
yet it raifes other reftntments in me. And it is ama- 
zing to me, that the worthy Members of our General 
Affembly, my Country Neighbours ( who fhrc fVora 
jthe*ir btiftnefc, looking pale with fear by che dang. 
this Diftemper } mould not fpend one thought u 
chis practice, which will render their danger a tr 
to one.greater. And now after all, to their ConlTdcrati- 
on we maft leave ic, hoping in their care and wifdora 
this matter may be brought under fame regular 

-if they allow it, there may be proper Pell Houfes 
in f >lirary places, to receive thole that, have a mind 
thus voluntarily to infecV themfelves, with feverc pe- 
nalties on thofe that (hall dare to do otherwife, to the 
•endangering the lives of their honeft Neighbours ; or 
clfc to oanifh the Practice to the Turks * and Pagans, 
-ivht nee it came ; and if ever they allow it in fuch an 
itrnguarded manner as we have done, I dare -to be botmd 
t,o be Inocculaced. Dear Francis, I bid tb.ee heartily 
\iarcw<5 « 
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